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annual general meeting 2018-2019
President’s Report
The 2019-2010 Committee
(Summary for those who missed the meeting – full report
available from Secretary)

For many reasons the 2018-19 season has
been a good one for our club.
Whilst we did not perform to expectation on
the green during the pennant season we have
achieved much as a Club.
The highlights are:
• Membership grew by a very healthy 6%,
but we are particularly delighted with the
way our new members have joined into our
many bowling and social activities.
• More of our members have taken part in our
club championship competitions.
• Our pennant performance improved
dramatically in the second half of the
season which gives us great hope for the
coming summer season of both Saturday
and Tuesday competitions.
• Our finances are in good shape.
• We have decided to replace the green
which will occur during June and July this
year so that it is ready for the 2019-20
summer season.
• We are engaging with Council through
the Mayor regarding the need to upgrade
our Clubhouse and we will do this with
the support and involvement of our local
member The Hon Martin Foley MLA.
• Our outreach into the local community,
important in council’s eyes, has been
enhanced with great member support
enabling us to:
• We coached 75 students from the
Albert Park State Primary School
• We coached 175 students from Albert
Park College over 6 weeks
• Raise funds for Father Bob’s
Foundation during an open day
• Offer Come-and-Try bowling for the
Community on Sundays
• Hold regular bowls days for Edith Pardy
House residents
• Organise bowling visits for Emerald Hill
residents.
• Start Bridge lessons for members
local community
• Even more importantly, there is a better
“vibe” around the club; we are a much
better community of members.
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Bowling events
Winter Gold Coins (Saturdays, Tuesdays)
Winter Pennant (Saturdays)
We experienced an enjoyable season with
the club fielding 3 APBC sides (Grades 1, 3
and 4). The 2nds made it to the semi-final
vs Princes Park. The 1sts and 3rds both
finished 7th in their Grades.
Pre-Season Practice Matches vs Elsternwick
Club, Elwood & RMGC (Midweek)
Port Phillip Cup (at St Kilda)
Muriel Powe Memorial Fours
Rob Fairweather Invitational Fours
Saturday Pennant
Midweek Pennant and Bankers.
Wednesday Twilight Gold Coin
Twilight League
Club Championships
The Club Championships were again a
great success in no small way due to the
management of Carole our Tournament
Director. There were 188 entries spread
among 11 competitions which is a 27%
increase on last year. Winners were
quite well spread apart from the amazing
performance of our Champion of the Green
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Sally Raynor who won 5 trophies. We were
all shocked by her recent sudden passing. A
number of us went to Sally’s Memorial function at
Brunswick Bowls Club and had the chance to talk
to a wide circle of her friends. We will miss Sally
very much.
Sandbelt Region Competitions
State Championships – Our club hosted 1st round
games of the Men’s Pairs (25 November) and
Ladies’ Champion of Champions (3 February) and
we thank those who adjudicated.
A number of Club members also played in the
various competitions: Men’s 60+, Men’s Novice,
Ladies’ Singles and Men’s Triples.
Other Club events were:
Opening of the Green
Melbourne Cup Day
Wine Night
Christmas Party
Angove Skins on Australia Day Holiday
Albert Park Travel Members Day
Presentation Night
Club Notables
We were pleased to announce the elevation of
Malcolm Stevenson to the ranks of our Life Members.
Also Simon Strickland was Sandbelt’s nominee for BV
Volunteer of the Year.
During the year we also lost long serving member
Dennis Grounds, whose life celebration was held at
the Club in November.
We were shocked at the passing of Sal Rayner, Club
Champion. She will be sadly missed.
Club Development
- We updated our Club Logo
- We recently received new Club bowls and
equipment courtesy of a dollar matching grant
from the Federal Government’s Stronger
Communities Program, initially brought to our
attention by Bruce Cormick.
- The Clubhouse was painted during the year.
- The green drainage was repaired.
- The green replacement will occur during June/
July and is being supervised by Simon and Bruce.
- The redevelopment of the Clubhouse is currently
under negotiation with the State Government and

Council. This has been a three year project – so
far.
My sincere thanks to:
• Wayne Gill who always seems to be at the
club doing something to make it run smoothly.
Wayne, you have been irreplaceable, and the
members of the club thank you sincerely.
• Tony Liston for his two years’ service as
Treasurer, ably assisted in the beginning by
Carole while he was recovering from his spinal
surgery.
• Carole, 5 years on the Board, 3 of which were as
Treasurer. Also we thank her for the exceptional
work managing the Club Championships which
have run like clockwork.
• Malcolm for running the bowling events so well for
a number of years.
• Simon, for his wonderful work with functions
which help enormously with our finances, and to
all the members that come to help him supervise
the bowls and the clubhouse activities on these
occasions.
• Barendina for her tireless efforts in publishing the
Parkers regularly to keep us all informed of club
activities and board discussions and not to forget
that very important role of keeping the bar stocked
(and open on many occasions).
• In fact, to all the Board members who put in many
hours of work to keep this club running smoothly
and financial.
• Green Keeping and Maintenance Crew: Green
Director Bruce, plus Roger, Martin P, Kel, Simon,
Barry, Don McG and more recently new member
Graeme McDonald have been outstanding. What
would we do without these members putting their
time and great skill into maintaining our old green
and keeping it up to Bowls Victoria standard.
• Catering Team: Margot, Joan, Jaki, Barendina
and all those who looked after the meals following
Thursday training and after pennant snacks; and
Margot again for coordinating events where we
used external caterers (Spitting Image, Store
6). Margot and Ladies (and some very helpful
Gents), thank you again. We should also mention
Lambis for recommending the paella provider for
our pennant season
ending dinner.
Ross Oakley

Succulents Sale in Spring at the
club to raise funds for the green and
proposed building works. Let’s all go

to it and make this a great fundraiser
for the club – start planting NOW!
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We have a lot to look forward to in the coming
season.
Highlights are planned to be:
• Bowling stocks are looking like they will be
bolstered by a batch of new bowlers and a
number of returning bowlers.
• The arrival of our new bowls equipment is already
having an impact on our members and guests
by giving bowlers an opportunity to experience
bowling with these excellent bowls before they
buy their own.
• We will work hard at improving our sponsorship
opportunities
• Fundraising will be enhanced next year with the
inclusion of a “Succulents” nursery sale some time
in spring to add to our Wine Tasting night. If any
member has an idea for a fundraiser please talk to
a Board member and share your idea.
• The Board intends to establish a fundraising and
events group within the membership of the Club.
• There are plans for an upgrade of our green
and Clubhouse during the year although the
clubhouse will take a number of years to
complete. The green will be replaced in July under
the supervision of Simon Strickland and Bruce
Cormick.
We have been negotiating with the State
Government to cover the cost of the green
replacement, but they will not come good with any
funds until the council agree to extend our lease

to something beyond the life of the new green.
A joint letter with Martin Foley was written to the
Mayor.
A week ago I was able to organise a meeting
with the new Mayor Dick Gross after having sent
him a presentation summarizing our relationship
with council staff during the last three years and
pointing out how we provide many services to our
community. He was pleased to be better informed
and counteract fears that they wished to restrict
our activities or remove our licence to operate in
any way. In short in the presence of the Manager
Open Space and Recreation Anthony Traill he
agreed that Council would be:
- happy to extend our lease on the property
- happy to change their mind on putting gates in
place at all openings around our green that can
be closed at night to stop intruders destroying
our green.
- Prepared to accept that our modus operandi
is quite difference from Port Melbourne and
Middle Park Bowls Clubs so will contribute to
the renovation of our clubhouse, particularly
both change rooms over a period of years.
To say the least I was very pleased with the Mayor’s
understanding of our community role and positive
response.
Subsequently, I have spoken to Martin Foley about
the meeting outcome indicating that all the blockage
points for a Victorian Government grant have been
overcome and I have now sent him our quotes
covering the full costs of our new green.
Ross Oakley

Jimmy and Briony
. . . at the
Moama
Bowls Club
competition
representing
Albert Park
Bowls Club
and Sal Rayner

Congratulations
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Gold Coin
Tuesdays 9.45am for 10am to noon
and Saturdays 12.45pm for 1pm.
All members welcome.

Club Calendar

June
8 Last round of Winter Pennant
October
5 Muriel Powe Memorial Fours
8 Midweek Pennant begins
12 Saturday Pennant begins

Congratulations to Jane and Mark on the birth of their
daughter Zoe Elizabeth Solonsch born on Sunday
May 5th at 12.21pm at Epworth Freemasons in East
Melbourne. She just couldn’t wait any longer to get
out. Mum and Dad are tired but happy.

We receive many invitations to tournaments at other clubs, below are just two
examples. Check out the noticeboard in the mixed lockeroom for more exciting
opportunities to bowl.
John Bradley Champagne
Mixed Triples Perpetual Trophy

Format & Details

Saturday 15th June at 12 noon
MIXED 2 BOWL TRIPLES
4 games of 6 ends each

Prizes

Winners $300
& champagne
Runners Up $150
Team entry fee: $45
or single entry fee: $15

Beaumaris Bowls Club
Martin St, Beaumaris

Single entries accepted
Enter your teams on the list in the Clubhouse
or email: beaubowls@netspace.net.au
Entries close Thursday 13th June
Brian Kent mobile: 0412 294 001

•
•
•

Same format as televised BPL matches, but 2-bowl triples.

•
•
•

All players in team to be members of the same Club.
Sectional play for all rounds. Max. of 16 teams per venue.
Winners progress to Regional Finals, played by mid Sept.
State/Territory Finals in late Sept./early Oct.
Winners of State/Terr. Finals win an all-expenses paid trip
to National Finals at Club Pine Rivers from 11th-15th Nov.

2 sets of 5 ends. 1 end tie-breaker, if required.
Teams of 3 or 4 players. 3 players play each end
(substitutes allowed at completion of an end).

•
•

Any further questions - please email bplcup@bowls.com.au



 CLAYTON BOWLS CLUB
 1.00 pm

  Sat June 1

Entries close midnight Wednesday prior to event.
Draws published on BPL Cup webpage on Thu/Fri.

$60 per team




or

$15 / $20 per player

MORE DETAILS, C.O.P.& REGISTER AT...
    (under Events)

For comments, contributions and questions regarding The Parkers, please email
barendina@netspace.net.au

