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Letter from the board
To all Members,
Since sending out the annual renewal notices, 
we’ve had a question about whether the Board 
considered reducing this year’s fees due 
to the coronavirus situation and the current 
limitations on use of the club - a fair enough 
question for sure.
The answer is yes, we did consider the 
possibility, but we concluded that given our 
financial situation this year, it would not be 
wise.  At present, and until the pandemic 
situation is resolved, the Club’s only income 
source is membership fees. These are 
expected to raise about $16,000 for the 2020-
21 year. We no longer have income from 
the bar or from functions or green fees or 
merchandise sales or fundraising events, etc. 
the usual foundations of our financial security.
At the same time our fixed costs, which are 
typically around $30,000/year, will remain 
largely unchanged. While we are making 
changes to minimise these costs where 
possible, we will have to keep paying for 
power, water, insurance, lease charges, 
council rates, telephone & internet, affiliation 
fees, etc.).  We don’t expect the shutdown to 
last for the whole year, but we have to prepare 
for significant cash flow losses in the coming 
months.
The Club’s underlying financial position 
remains solid. We do have reserves, although 
these are earmarked for green renewal 
and our planned renovations to build new 
female facilities and update the men’s toilet. 
So overall, we are not concerned for our 
long term financial stablility. But the prudent 
financial strategy in the present climate is to 
try to keep costs from outstripping income as 
much as practicable. So our decision was to 
not reduce membership fees this year.
However, if you are having any particular 
difficulty in paying your fees, please let us 
know so we can work out a reasonable plan 
that keeps everyone on board.  As always, 
and at this difficult time in particular, we want 
our Club community to stick together and look 
after each other.  And we are committed to 
helping every member wherever and however 
we can.
Stay well. 

arouNd the cLub
preSeNtatioN Night
Due to the coronavirus restrictions, 
the annual Presentation Night will 
be not held this year.  Instead, a 
written summary of all our major 
achievements and champions 
over the last season will be 
distributed by email.  Look for it 
on the originally scheduled date of 
the Presentation Night - April 17.  
Those receiving trophies and/or 
certificates are able to pick these 
up from the Club. Contact Wayne 
to make arrangements.

beSt cLub perSoN
It’s that time of year when we are 
looking to recognise the best Club 
Person.  Normally this would be 
done on Presentation Night (on 
Friday 17 April), but as we know 
these are not normal times. So the 
process will necessarily be at (1.5) 
arms length.
The 4 active life members, 
Margot Keenan, Ken Gray, Norm 
Armstrong and I, are charged with 
making this decision. To help our 
process, it would be appreciated 
if you could send me by reply 
email any nominations you would 
like to make, together with a brief 
sentence or two in support, by next 
Friday 10 April.
Typically previous winners have 
been stand-out contributors and 
recognised for their support of 
the club and its members through 
voluntary activities at a high level, 
teamwork and leadership.  This 
year the Board has decided to 
allow previous year winners to be 
eligible.  So this in a sense makes 
it easier for members to nominate 
without having to guess whether 
their nominee has been chosen in 
the past.
We look forward to receiving your 
nominations.

Malcolm, on behalf of Margot,  
Ken and norm. 



THE PARKERS

arouNd the cLub 
when no one’s there
heLpiNg the LocaLS
Our sponsors can help you and in turn we can 
help them . . . in isolation.
• Jock’s Icecream is delivering ring  

9686 3838 for Jock’s in a Jiffy.
• Abbey Cellars is open for wine and beer 

supplies. Ring 9690 5439 and don’t forget 
to ask for your discount.

• Bisbas Hardware is open. Ring 9690 4114
• Douglas Pharmacy has moved to new 

premises next door to previous and is open for 
business.

Further details of the above are in the Fixtures Booklet.
youtube
There’s lots to hear and see on youtube, try this one, 
thanks Don:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLbz5Aaw92s
a JoKe
Hi darling, I’m down the pub with the lads having a quiet 
drink. Unfortunately, someone just coughed everywhere 
so we have been quarantined. See you in 14 days.
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What Macca’s bowl 
is doing in isolation – 
having a barbeque?

You may have 
noticed teddy bears 
in windows of cafes 
and houses. The 
purpose is to put a 
smile on children’s 
faces as they go for 
a walk. If you have 
teddy who would like 
to look out a suitable 
window, please 
participate, the kids 
will love you for it.

if you have any contributions along the lines of 
the above to help us all in isolation, let me know. 
please send to barendina@netspace.net.au



THE PARKERS What the Board discussed 
at its last meeting:

aNNuaL geNeraL meetiNg
the restrictions are expected to still be in place by the date of the agm –  may 24.  
While postponing this event could be a possibility, we are considering holding it by video 
conference.  More detailed background and voting papers than usual will be sent out in 
advance of the meeting (to allow eligible Bowls and Life Members to cast their votes where 
necessary).  Members will be able to watch a live stream of the video hoo-up and ask 
questions on the day. The Board has been using the video linking App ‘Zoom’ to hold its 
recent meetings and members interested in joining the AGM video meeting are encouraged to 
sign up at zoom.us.  This is a free service, although you do have to register with zoom.   
Let Wayne know if you need any help getting set up or have any questions on the process.

• Advice from Ward Councilor 
Andrew Bond that at a recent 
council meeting, a motion was 
carried that a maximum 65% 
discount on lease payments will apply to clubs 
with liquor sales less than $400k/a. If eligible, 
the discount will be made retrospective to 1 
July 2019 for the 2019-20 year.  We will seek 
a refund of the difference in due course.

• Discussion on member query re discounting 
membership fees. Agreed to write to members, 
outlining why we decided not to reduce fees.

• Presentation Night (17 Apr 2020): Cancelled. A 
written summary to be circulated to members 
instead. 

• AGM (24 May 2020): Discussion on unlikelihood 
of being able to hold physical meetingand 
possible alternative solutions. Lead in timing:
• Deadline for member-initiated business – 30 

days prior (if Special Resolution, 30%
• of eligible members required to endorse the 

proposed resolution)
• EO distributes Notice of Meeting and 

associated paperwork – 21 days prior
• EO sends final call for nominations for elected 

positions and advising of those
• nominations received to date – 10 days prior
• Deadline for nominations for elected positions 

to EO (all involved need to be
• Eligible) – 7 days prior (then post/email voting 

forms – for elected positions if
• necessary and Special Resolution on 

Constitution and other(s) if relevant)
• Deadline for submission of proxies to EO – 24 

hours prior
• Annual wine night again this year (Oct/Nov?).
• Biggest morning tea postponed.
• The Grace apartment building has approached 

the Club re possibly becoming a sponsor.
• One scheduled function for December.
• Remaining beer stocks consolidated into bar 

fridges. Other fridges in storerooms and ice 
machine turned off.

• New Membership Applications – Damian 
Garthwaite (Social) – Glenn Brooker (Dual – 
home club = St Kilda)

• Club finished 2019-20 with 165 members  
• Renewal notices have been sent out and a 

number of renewals already received. 
• State Government – waiting on promised help 

with funding submission.
• CoPP to approve annual budget shortly which 

hopefully includes support for our building 
renovation project. 

• Seniors Week –  application submitted to hold 
an open day during Seniors Week (Sunday 11 
October) Also looking to hold a second open day 
a fortnight later, on 25 October.

• Bar saloon door installed, all agree a job well 
done, by both the Men’s Shed (thanks Tim Smith) 
and the installation team of Kel and Graeme. 
Message of thanks to Tim.

• Expect work to 
correct subsidence 
in green edges near 
plinths to be started 
on or about 17 April.

• Council performed 
drainage 
maintenance work on 
path at end of green

• New scoreboards 
have arrived.



There is always 
a positive in 
what appears 
to be a real 
problem for all 
of us 

‘Covid 19 has some 
benefits’, says the 
president
chris and i got a bit bored 
with isolation, so we set out 
to make the Succulent Sale 
at years end even bigger 
than last year by striking a 
feW succulents.
We tend to go a bit over the 
top as you can see.
We have included photos of 
how we can use our yogurt 
containers and meat trays 
etc to grow succulents for 
our November sale. Strike 
a plant or two now and they 
will be well developed by 
sale time.
if you are not in a position 
to strike and grow 
succulents yourselves, then 
if you can save these two 
types of containers and 
leave them at the club, or 
leave them outside your 
front door and ring 0418 
325 080, we will pick then 
up soon after your phone 
call. Leave a message if the 
phone is not answered. 
our isolation can be 
used to make this 
years SuccuLeNt 
SaLe the absolute 
best fundraiser in the 
club’s history. 
thank you for your help.




