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RENOVATIONS UPDATE
Latest from Council
on the project schedule:

We have a timeline!

We’ve met with the Council and their chosen contractor for the renovations.  
All the details have been worked out and the contractor is confident of 
delivering the completed project without undue disruption to the club and 
well within the agreed timeline. 

The timeline is
April to June
next year. 

After considering a range of options for fast-tracking the project in what remains of this current off-
season, and the associated costs and risks to the club’s operations, the Board has decided to have the 
contractor delay the start of the project until after the coming pennant season.  While disappointing 
to all, we believe it’s in the club’s overall best interest to take this conservative approach.

In the short term, this means setting up everything as usual for one more summer and then repacking 
again in March 2026.  So members can now resume using their usual lockers and will shortly be able 
to use the clubroom as usual again, once we arrange for a good clean of all the empty spaces.

COACHING & TRAINING
One of the upsides to the finalized 
renovations timing is that our pre-
season coaching and training program 
will be able to start as usual in 
September.  Training on Mondays 
with new coach Mark Killen will 
start on 1 September and Thursdays 
with Rob Huddle will start later that 
week on 4 September.  We will also 
be organising practice matches for 
the September-October pre-season 
period. Watch out for sign-up sheets.

Spraying Reminder
Martin and our green maintenance contractors are 

going through a spraying program to deal with the 

build up of fungus and other pesky growths.  So try 

not to lick your fingers while bowling and remember 

to wash your hands afterwards.



Please remember to watch your step as you move around the 
green, especially when stepping up or down from or to the 

bank, or when stepping to the bank from the footpath.
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What the Board discussed…

The Board met on August 12th and covered
a range of issues: 

Financial Situation – sound position continues.
Bowling – Pennant teams entered: 3 Weekend (2X16, 1X12), 2 Midweek (2X12). 
Expect draft Draw and Conditions of Play from BV on August 18th.  Final Draw and 
CoP scheduled for release by BV on September 15th.  Pre-season practice matches 
being organised (see Calendar).  Sign-up sheets available soon.  Applications to BV 
for Pennant Permits now open – this is for our Dual Members (who’s primary club is 
not APBC, but who want to play pennant for us on either weekends or midweek).  
Saturday and Tuesday gold coin matches will continue in the meantime.
Coaching – Coaching schedule confirmed.  Twice weekly sessions will start on 
Monday, September 1st, followed by the first Thursday session on September 4th.
Functions – further functions being arranged (see Calendar); encourage volunteers 
to assist.  Reminder that volunteers receive a drink and a pennant green fee coupon.
Renovations – Contractor engaged by Council.  Timeline options reviewed.  
Impractical to attempt project before the coming season – better to move to next 
winter break (April to June 2026).  Council has confirmed no additional costs for the 
club with this approach.

TIMELINE OPTIONS

In the Recovery Ward…

Karen Margot

John

Best wishes to our 
recovering members.

Get Well Soon.
See you on the Green!
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Correspondence
Dear Ump Dear Skip

Letters From Yesteryear
(edited for modern tastes)

Have a question about the 
Laws of the Game? Just ask…

Dear Ump,
I was at the head playing third the other day when our skip’s 
first bowl was delivered so wide that it went into the next rink 
and looked about to run into a bowl in their head.  Everyone 
panicked.  What should we have done?
Gerry

Dear Gerry,
An interesting situation.  Not all that uncommon, but with 
some possible complications.
For the players on that adjoining rink (both teams), your 
incoming bowl is a “neutral object”.  So any of those players 
close enough must decide whether to (1) stop the incoming 
bowl or (2) lift the bowl about to be hit and allow the 
incoming bowl to pass through, then replace the lifted bowl 
to its original position.  If the bowl was stopped and it was 
delivered on the correct bias, it must be sent back and 
replayed (Law 37.3.1.3).  (Note that Bowls Australia 
recommends the decision should always be to stop the 
incoming bowl and return it to be replayed.)
Now, what about for the players on your rink?
If a player on the team that is delivering the bowl (e.g. you 
as the third controlling the head) were to go over and stop 
the incoming bowl, it would become dead (37.1.1.1) and 
have to be removed from the game.  So best not to do that.  
Better to allow the players on the adjoining rink to manage 
the situation.
If one of your opposition players were to go and stop the 
incoming bowl, you would then get to decide whether to (1) 
have the bowl replayed, or (2) place the bowl where you 
believe it would have come to rest – e.g. if you didn’t think it 
would have actually hit the stationary bowl (37.1.1.3).  Either 
way, not a good result for the opposition team, so don’t do 
that when you’re the opposition.
Interestingly, if either you or your opposition were to have 
lifted the stationary bowl, that would have meant for the 
adjoining rink that a stationary bowl had been displaced by a 
neutral person (since both of you were from another rink).  
This would have required the two sides to agree on where to 
replace the displaced bowl.  If they couldn’t agree on that, 
their end would have had to be declared dead (37.3.4.1). 
Disruptive and possibly quite contentious for both sides.
So all things considered, the best way to deal with this 
situation is to stay on your own rink and let those on the 
adjacent rink manage it.  No harm in calling out to alert them 
to the incoming bowl, but let them do the stopping/lifting.

Dear Skip,
Some of my teammates drink a beer now 
and again during our matches.  Some 
drink too many and sometimes are 
unable to finish a match, which greatly 
upsets the opposition.  Should we ask 
them to drink light?
Gordon.

Dear Gordon,
Who cares?  Even if the whole rest of the 
team passes out, it doesn’t matter 
because the skip will still win the game.  
That’s what Skips do!  The only thing is 
the rest of the team has to wake up after 
the match in order to buy the Skip a beer 
for carrying them all, yet again!

Thoughts for 
the day…

Every delivery is a 
new beginning. 
Take a deep breath, 
smile and start again.

A wise man once said…
Success consists of going 
from failure to failure 
without loss of enthusiasm.
So – get back on the mat!
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Correspondence
Dear Parkers

Been travelling?  Found an
interesting bowls club somewhere 

in the world, or another bowls related item?  
Drop us a line and share your discoveries.

Dear Parkers,
Not quite a bowls club, but a beach
side petanque pitch; and almost a
resting toucher!
Wayne & Sue
Noumea, New Caledonia

When the 3rds just can’t agree…         

Get out your tape and bend the knee!

Nobody’sDarling

Upanddown,walkingwalking,
Oftenmeasuring, sometimes chalking;
Shiftingmats, keeping score,
Thirty ends –maybemore;
Aching back, tired of limb,
Cheers for others, none for him;
Night draws on, darker anddarker,
No one cares – for he’s just theMarker!

Selectors inHeaven
Three bowlers stood at the Pearly Gates,

Their faces were sad and old.

They humbly asked the man at the gate

For admission to the fold.

“What have you done?” St. Peter said,

“To gain admission here.”

”Selectors sir, we have been,

For many a weary year.” 

The gates of Heaven flew open wide,

As St. Peter pressed the bell.

“Come in at once and take a harp,

You’ve had enough of hell!”

Poet’s
Corner
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Got a more difficult one to id?  
Send it in and we’ll get the sleuths 

(or AI) on the job…

No new pics from

members this time.

Some more famous 
stars to guess…

A

B

Member Recognition
You guessed it!  Or did you?

A
Joan

B
Malcolm

? Did you ever wonder…
(answers revealed on last page)

Why Cinderella was never able to bowl well?
What happens when the smog lifts in Los Angeles?
Who plays bowls on horseback?

C

Bowling on a Perfect Arc?
Noah is playing second this week.  He’s just
delivered an excellent back resting toucher
and is feeling very proud of his delivery.  Suddenly,
the clouds open and God speaks to him: “Nice shot Noah, but once again I am 
growing very concerned that the earth has become wicked and over-populated.  I 
now see I must doing something major to fix things again.  Build another ark and 
save 2 of every living thing, along with a few good humans and that very lucky set of 
bowls you have.  You have 6 months to build the ark before I will start the unending 
rain for 40 days and 40 nights.”
Six months later, the Lord looks down and sees Noah weeping at the end of his rink 
– but no ark.  “Noah!,” He roared, “I’m about to start the rain!  Where is the ark?”
“Forgive me, Lord,” begs Noah, “but things have
changed.  I needed a building permit.  I’ve been
arguing with the boat inspector about the need
for a sprinkler system.  My neighbours claim that
I’ve violated the neighbourhood by-laws by building
the ark behind the clubhouse and exceeding the
height restrictions.  We had to go to VCAT for a ruling.”
“Then the Council and the power company demanded a shed load of money for the 
future costs of moving power lines and other overhead obstructions to clear the 
passage for the ark’s move to the sea.  I told them that the sea would be coming to 
us, but they wouldn’t hear any of it.”
“Getting the wood was another problem.  There’s a ban on cutting local trees in 
order to protect the Greater Spotted Possum and its habitat.  I tried to convince the 
environmentalists that I needed the wood to save the possums – and all the other 
animals and plants as well – but no go!”
”When I started gathering the animals together here at the club, the RSPCA took 
me to court, insisting that I was confining wild animals against their will.  They 
argued that the accommodations were too restrictive and that it was cruel to put so 
many animals in the one confined space.”
“Then the EPA ruled that I couldn’t build the ark until they’d conducted an 
environmental impact study on your proposed flood.”
“To make matters worse, the Australian Border Force has seized all my assets, 
claiming that I’m trying to leave the country illegally with endangered species.”
“So, forgive me Lord, but it will take me at least ten years to finish the ark.”
Suddenly the skies clear, the sun begins to shine and a rainbow stretches across the 
sky.  Noah looks up in wonder and asks, “You mean you’re not going to destroy the 
world after all?”
“No,” says the Lord.
“The Government has beat me to it.”
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2025 CALENDAR
AUGUST
Gold coin matches will continue as usual on Tuesdays and Saturdays, although things may change from 
week to week.  Stay tuned for more details.
Sunday 31 Port Phillip Shield (APBC, Middle Park, St Kilda, Port Melbourne) at St Kilda

SEPTEMBER
Training on Mondays and Thursdays will begin on September 1st and 4th respectively.  Further pennant 
practice matches in September/October to be advised.  Watch for sign-up sheets.
Friday 26 Muriel Powe Memorial Fours tournament at APBC

OCTOBER
Sunday 5 Open Day 1
Tuesday 7 RMGC Shield match at RMGC
Saturday 11 Practice Match at Princes Park Carlton
Sunday 19 Open Day 2
Saturday 25 Weekend Pennant Round 1
Tuesday 28 Midweek Pennant Round 1
Friday 31 Function – 100 guests, 1-5 pm

NOVEMBER
Saturday 1 Weekend Pennant Round 2
Thursday 6 Midweek Pennant Round 2

note Thursday, not Tuesday
Saturday 8 Weekend Pennant Round 3
Sunday 9 Gerry & Tim’s 155th Birthday Party 4-8 pm
Tuesday 11 Midweek Pennant Round 3
Saturday 15 Weekend Pennant Round 4
Tuesday 18 Midweek Pennant Round 4
Saturday 22 Weekend Pennant Round 5
Tuesday 25 Midweek Pennant Round 5
Saturday 29 Weekend Pennant Round 6

DECEMBER
Tuesday 2 Midweek Pennant Round 6
Friday 5 Function – 80 guests, 1-5 pm
Saturday 6 Weekend Pennant Round 7
Tuesday 9 Midweek Pennant Round 7
Thursday 11 Function – 40 guests, 12-4 pm
Friday 12 Function – 60 guests, 1-5 pm
Saturday 13 Weekend Pennant Round 8
Tuesday 16 Midweek Pennant Round 8
Saturday 20 Weekend Pennant Round 9

followed by Christmas Party 6pm

----------------- Christmas/New Year Break ---------------------

Bowling Belles Lunch
Graham Hotel,

Graham St, Port Melbourne
First Friday of each month

Contact Terry (0400 898 818)

Gold Coin
Social Bowls

Tuesdays at 10am
Saturdays at 1pm

Ever Wondered…
Her coach was a pumkin
UCLA
The Lawn RangerNew or changed items shown in red


