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RENOVATIONS UPDATE

As advised in the last edition, the 
clubhouse renovation project has 
been scheduled to start in April 
2026 and the clubhouse is now 
back in full operations mode.  You 
can return to using your locker.  If 
you have been using club bowls 
during the lockdown, please return 
them to the bowls cabinet in the 
shed and do not keep them in your 
personal locker.

COACHING & TRAINING

An update on coaching & training:  
Training started with Rob Huddle on 
Thursday 4 September, and with 
Mark Killen on Monday, 8 
September.

We will also be organising practice 
matches for the September-October 
pre-season period. Watch out for 
sign-up sheets.

Our beautiful green at twilight

Once daylight savings returns
we’ll be organizing our regular Wednesday
twilight casual bowls (6-7:30pm) – a great opportunity for new and
experienced bowlers alike to get together and enjoy a roll and the
neighbourhood environment.  More details to come soon.
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What the Board discussed…

The Board meets on the second Tuesday of each
Month, most recently on September 9th.  A range 
of issues were covered: 

Financial Situation – sound position continues.

Bowling – Responses to draft draws sent to BV (numbers of players and extent of travel).  
Waiting on final Draw and CoP, scheduled for release by BV on September 15th.  Pre-
season practice matches being organised (see Calendar). Applications to BV for Pennant 
Permits being processed. Muriel Powe Memorial Fours invitational tournament set for 
Grand Final Eve.  Muriel’s family continue to provide the $3000 prize money for this event 
in her honour.  Expect a great day of terrific bowls.

Coaching – Coaching has started: twice weekly sessions on Mondays and Thursdays. All 
members encouraged to attend.  Personalised coaching also available – just ask Rob 
and/or Mark.

Functions – further functions being arranged (see Calendar); encourage volunteers to 
assist.  Reminder that volunteers receive a drink and a pennant green fee coupon.

Renovations – Move to April-June 2026 timeline confirmed.  Council has confirmed no 
additional costs for the club with this approach.

New Members – 2 new applications received: Welcome to Anna Krawec and Jan O’Dwyer.

Upcoming Open Days – 2 Sundays in October: 5th and 19th.  Advertising flyers now 
available for distribution.  Volunteers needed – see board in the clubhouse for instructions 
on choosing your local zone and then collect a stack of flyers for letter box dropping. 

Saturday, 27 September

Grand Final Event
$2 Gold Coin Game (11:00am)

Stay for footy 
food ($5/head) 
and watch the 

game afterwards

Monthly Board Meeting
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH THE CLUB

Port Phillip Shield at St Kilda: APBC vs St Kilda, Middle Park, Port Melbourne

Gold Coin continues at home

Bowling Belles at the Graham Hotel The Bridge Group comes home
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Correspondence
Dear Ump
Have a question about the 
Laws of the Game? Just ask…

Thought for 
the day…

“To win big, you 

sometimes have to 
take big risks.” said
Bill Gates.

This may be true, but 
just not all that often 

in bowls Bill!

Our game plan is
“conservative 

aggression”. Just ask 
the Coach. 

Dear Skip
Letters From Yesteryear

(edited for modern tastes)

Dear Skip,
I hear the club is thinking about 
changing to natural fibres for our 
uniforms, but I just love the feel of 
polyester against my skin – especially 
on a 36 degree day.  And I look so HOT 
in our current uniform!  What should I 
do?
Shane.

Dear Shane,
Who cares?  Nobody notices anyone on 
the team except the Skip.  It’s the Skip 
who looks HOT on the green!  Why 
don’t you just cool down and move to 
another club?

Dear Ump,

I was playing third in a match the other day. The jack 
was in the ditch by the time I came to the mat. The 
opposition was holding shot, with the shot bowl sitting 
on the edge of the green quite close to the jack in the 
ditch.  I was called to drive at the shot bowl and I did 
connect, sending the target opposition bowl into the 
ditch, where it then hit and moved the jack.  My bowl 
also ended up in the ditch, although it didn’t contact 
anything else and ended up away from the jack.  What 
should have been done about the displaced jack?
Driving Dave.

Dear Dave,

First of all your drive bowl was not a toucher and so it 
should have been removed from the ditch (Law 17.1.1).  
What should have been done with the displaced jack 
depends on whether the bowl you knocked into the 
ditch was a toucher or not.

If the bowl you knocked into the ditch was not a 
toucher, then that bowl was dead and the displacement 
of the jack was invalid.  An opposing player (typically 
the third) should have replaced the jack in its former 
position (Law 38.5.3) and the dead bowl removed from 
the ditch (Law 17.1.1).

But, if the bowl you knocked into the ditch was a 
toucher (e.g. because it was the bowl that put the jack 
into the ditch in the first place), then that bowl was still 
alive when it displaced the jack in the ditch and the 
displacement was valid (Law 18.3.1).  In that case, both 
the jack and the toucher should have been left in their 
new positions.

The general concept is: displacement of a jack (or 
toucher) in the ditch by an incoming toucher is valid, 
while displacement by an incoming non-toucher is not 
valid.  This underlines the importance of marking the 
location of a jack (or toucher) in the ditch as soon as it 
arrives there so it can be replaced if it suffers an invalid 
displacement.

Well done on the drive by the way!
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Got a more difficult one to id?  
Send it in and we’ll get the sleuths 

(or AI) on the job…

Famous stars from last time…

A

Bruce
Springsteen

Member Recognition
You guessed it!  Or did you?

B

Linda
Rondstadt

C

Elvis
Presley

Special Prices at the Bar!

The owner of a pub won the lottery and to thank his customers he 
was selling all drinks for just 20 cents.  Two guys walk in and each 
orders a beer.  “That’s 20 cents each” says the bar owner.  “Twenty 
cents! I can’t believe it.” says one of the newcomers.  So the bar 
owner explains why he’s doing this.  Anyway, the two guys order a 
couple more rounds, double scotches on the rocks, and then brandy.  
Each time it’s just 20 cents a drink.  As they’re drinking their third 
drinks, they notice three fellows at the opposite end of the bar and 
they’re not drinking anything.  They’re just sitting there, chatting.  
One of the customers leans over to the bar owner and says, “What’s 
with those guys?  How come they’re not drinking?”  “Oh, they’re 
from the bowls club.” answers the bar owner.  “They’re waiting for 
happy hour.”

Dear Parkers
Been travelling?  Found an

 interesting bowls club 
somewhere in the world, or another 
bowls related item?  Drop us a line 
and share your discoveries.

Dear Parkers,

Having a great time under the 
Dome at the club where my 
son-in-law’s father, Mark Hall, 
is the manager. Beautiful club!  
Went there almost every day 
for the fortnight we spent in 
Darwin. Next year, my NT trip 
will see me bowling at Humpty 
Doo.  More pics then…

Tony

Darwin Bowls & Social 
Club

And which future member 
do we have here?

Hint: they’re not very far 
away…
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2025 CALENDAR

AUGUST
Gold coin matches will continue as usual on Tuesdays and Saturdays, although things may change from 
week to week.  Stay tuned for more details.

Sunday 31 Port Phillip Shield (APBC, Middle Park, St Kilda, Port Melbourne) at St Kilda

SEPTEMBER
Training on Thursdays and Mondays began on September 4st and 8th respectively.  Further pennant 
practice matches in September/October to be advised.  Watch for sign-up sheets.

Friday 26 Muriel Powe Memorial Fours tournament at APBC

Saturday 27 AFL Grand Final Event at the club

OCTOBER
Sunday 5 Open Day 1
Tuesday 7 RMGC Shield match at RMGC
Saturday 11 Practice Match at Princes Park Carlton
Sunday 19 Open Day 2
Saturday 25 Weekend Pennant Round 1
Tuesday 28 Midweek Pennant Round 1
Friday 31 Function – 100 guests, 1-5 pm

NOVEMBER
Saturday 1 Weekend Pennant Round 2
Tuesday 4 Melbourne Cup Event – bring a plate
Thursday 6 Midweek Pennant Round 2
  note Thursday, not Tuesday
Saturday 8 Weekend Pennant Round 3
Sunday 9 Gerry & Tim’s 155th Birthday Party 4-8 pm
Tuesday 11 Midweek Pennant Round 3
Saturday 15 Weekend Pennant Round 4
Tuesday 18 Midweek Pennant Round 4
Saturday 22 Weekend Pennant Round 5
Tuesday 25 Midweek Pennant Round 5
Saturday 29 Weekend Pennant Round 6

DECEMBER
Tuesday 2 Midweek Pennant Round 6
Friday 5 Function – 80 guests, 1-5 pm

Saturday 6 Weekend Pennant Round 7
Tuesday 9 Midweek Pennant Round 7
Thursday 11 Function – 40 guests, 12-4 pm
Friday 12 Function – 60 guests, 1-5 pm
Saturday 13 Weekend Pennant Round 8
Tuesday 16 Midweek Pennant Round 8
Saturday 20 Weekend Pennant Round 9
  followed by Christmas Party 6pm

----------------- Christmas/New Year Break ---------------------

Bowling Belles Lunch
Graham Hotel,

Graham St, Port Melbourne
First Friday of each month

Contact Terry (0400 898 818)

Gold Coin

       Social Bowls

Tuesdays at 10am

Saturdays at 1pm

New or changed items shown in red
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