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Pre-Season Practice Matches

RMGC Challenge Trophy Match
Held at RMGC on Tuesday 7 October 2025
Tightly contested all day
APBC secures 2 shot win on last bowl of the match!

Albert Park brings home the Challenge Trophy 102-100.
irst time since its inauguration that the trophy has been 
won by the away team.  Well done to all involved, with 
special mentions to Simon, who’s rink won by 21 shots 
(29-8), and to John Matthews, who’s final bowl of the day 
caused a three shot turnaround and the overall win.

Special thanks to Chris O’Loughlin, 
Tony Edmonds and Tony Hoppe who 
“took one for the team” and played 
for RMGC when they couldn’t raise a 
full team.
The last midweek practice match was 
the intra-club game played yesterday 
at home.  Good luck to everyone for 
the coming season.



www.albertparkbowlsclub.com.au parkers@albertparkbowlsclub.com.au

T
H

E PARKERS
Vol 11, No 14   15/10/2025 Newsletter of the Albert Park Bowls Club Inc

Pre-Season Practice Matches
Princes Park Shield
at Princes Park Carlton on Saturday 11 October 2025
Some big wins offset some big losses to give us an overall 17 shot win for  
the day, with Sally’s rink managing a magnificent 29 shot victory.

Open Days
Although a little overcast, our first open day of the season gave an enjoyable day to all those attending, including some loc al family 
groups and brought us xx new members.  Thanks to all those members who helped set up, coach and serve the bbq and drinks.

The second open day will be this coming Sunday, the 19th of October.  Please feel free to bring your friends and neighbours to have a roll 
and a bbq and join the club family.

House of Wellness
Be sure to watch our Ladies Champ 
Margot take on Shane Crawford on 

the latest episode of Channel 7’s 
House of Wellness, to air on 

Wednesday, 19 Nov at 9:30pm
No prizes for guessing who wins

(show me the money!).
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What the Board discussed…

The Board meets on the second Tuesday of each
Month, most recently on October 14th.  A range 
of issues were covered: 

Financial Situation – sound position continues.

Bowling – Fixture Books have arrived.  Pennant draws have been added to the website.  
Considering a possible change of day for the Muriel Powe tournament – from Grand Final 
eve (Friday) to the following Sunday.  APBC won the RMGC shield by 2 shots – first time 
the contest has been won by the away team.

Coaching – Coaching has started: twice weekly sessions on Mondays and Thursdays. All 
members encouraged to attend.  Personalised coaching also available – just ask Rob 
and/or Mark.  Coaching workshop scheduled for Monday, 20 October.

Functions – 4 more functions added (see Calendar); encourage volunteers to assist.  
Reminder that volunteers receive a drink and a pennant green fee coupon.

New Members – 9 new applications received, including 8 from Open Day 1:: Welcome to 
Mick Byrne, Kate Fetterplace, David Gallichio, Jan Hamilton, Marc Kelly, Mary Melcherts, 
Sally Ricca and Graeme and Nancy Yeomans.

Upcoming Open Days – Open Day 2: Sunday, 19 October.

Upcoming Club Events – Melbourne Cup Day (sign up sheet on notice board)

Monthly Board Meeting

VALE Eric McLean
Eric passed away on 10 October, 
just a couple weeks short of 
entering his 97th year.  He was 
such a great character around 
the club and will be sorely 
missed.  His family has invited 
club members to attend his 
celebration on 25 October – see 
note below.

Our Bowling Belles continue to roll (especially after an 

espresso martini or glass of bubbles).  First Friday of 
each month at the Graham Hotel in Port Melbourne.

Fixture Book 
ready to pick up at the 
club (box below the TV)

Broken Bench
Council have 

removed to repair 
and will then return
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Correspondence
Dear Ump
Have a question about the 
Laws of the Game? Just ask…

Dear Skip
Letters From Yesteryear

(edited for modern tastes)

Dear Skip,
Why are you so rude, stuck-up, 
nasty, self-centred and arrogant? 
You always sound like your life is 
miserable with no room for love, 
niceness and joy.  Why is this?
Nancy.

Dear Nancy,
It’s simple – I married badly! See you 
at home later tonight.

Dear Ump,

Sometimes when I’m on the mat, I find it distracting 
that the players at the head end of the rink are moving 
around while I’m getting ready to bowl.  What are the 
rules around where people can stand and what they can 

do while you’re on the mat?

Distracted Dave.

Dear Dave,

Law 12 sets out the required positions of players on both 
the rinks of play (12.1) and on any adjacent rink or 
space (12.2).  These are shown in the diagram below.

In addition, Law 13.4 provides that if a player in 
possession of the rink is being interfered with, annoyed 
or distracted in any way by their opponents, the umpire 
must on the first occasion give a warning and then if the 
behaviour recurs, declare dead the last bowl played by 
the offending player.  If that bowl has disturbed the 
head, the opposing skip must choose whether to (1) 
replace the head, (2) leave the head as altered, or (3) 
declare the end dead.

And that’s the 
last of these.
Bye bye Skip!

Nothing else left that’s fit to print (anyimore)
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Member Recognition
Any ideas on who  these 

current members might be      
based on their earlier 

photos?

Dear Parkers
Been travelling?  Found an 
interesting bowls club somewhere in 
the world, or another bowls related 
item?  Drop us a line and share your 
discoveries.

Dear Parkers,

No bowls clubs to be found in this part of the world, 
but this shot shows that you should never smoke on 
the green or near any nearby facilities.

All submissions will be 
warmly welcomed.

JUDICIAL WISDOM

“Mr Clark, I have reviewed this 
case very carefully,” the divorce 
court judge said, “and I’ve 
decided to give your wife $775 
per week.”

“That’s very fair, your honour,” 
the husband replied.  “And 
every now and then I’ll try to 
send her a few bucks myself.”

A Blast from the Past…
Here’s an interesting puzzle from the club newsletter (then called ”The 
Skip”) back in October 2006.  Not sure the prize money is still available, 
but those who do sodukus may find this one an interesting challenge.

David Ritchie

Turkmenistan

The Wailing Wall
They beat their breasts and cried out loud,
As they faced the northern wall.
Where the Selectors had placed the team selections.
On the notice board was their call.

There were some that swore and some that cried,
And some who stood and muttered.
Some were proud, some were coy,
And others merely stuttured.

There were voices raised in anger.
Shrill screams that split the air.
There were those who didn’t say a thing,
Because they really didn’t care.

”I won’t play with him,” one said,
He’s a bloody hopeless skip.”
And one who very quietly said,
“It’s time I took my trip.”

There were many self reflections,
There were lots of “bloody hells!”
There weren’t very many
Who said the Selectors had done well

The players knew who should be there
They knew who to pick
Just ask them when you hear them say,
“That selector is a $$##@!”

Each year the tears get deeper,
As on the floor they fall.
From those who stand in anguish
Before the wailing wall.
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2025-26 CALENDAR

OCTOBER
Wednesday 15 Function – 50 guests, 12:30-4:30 pm
Saturday 18 Intra-Club Practice Match 
Sunday 19 Open Day 2, incl. Opening of the Green
Saturday 25 Weekend Pennant Round 1
Sunday 26 Function – 70 guests, 3-7 pm
Tuesday 28 Midweek Pennant Round 1
Friday 31 Function – 100 guests, 1-5 pm

NOVEMBER
Saturday 1 Weekend Pennant Round 2
Tuesday 4 Melbourne Cup Event – bring a plate
Wednesday 5 Midweek Pennant Round 2
  note Wednesday, not Tuesday
Saturday 8 Weekend Pennant Round 3
Sunday 9 Gerry & Tim’s 155th Birthday Party 4-8 pm
Tuesday 11 Midweek Pennant Round 3
Saturday 15 Weekend Pennant Round 4
Tuesday 18 Midweek Pennant Round 4
Wednesday 19 Function – 80 guests, 12:30-4:30 pm
Friday 21 Function – 50 guests, 3-7 pm
Saturday 22 Weekend Pennant Round 5

Tuesday 25 Midweek Pennant Round 5
Saturday 29 Weekend Pennant Round 6

DECEMBER
Tuesday 2 Midweek Pennant Round 6
Wednesday 3 Function – 40 guests, 1-5 pm
Friday 5 Function – 80 guests, 1-5 pm
Saturday 6 Weekend Pennant Round 7
Tuesday 9 Midweek Pennant Round 7
Thursday 11 Function – 40 guests, 12-4 pm
Friday 12 Function – 60 guests, 1-5 pm
Saturday 13 Weekend Pennant Round 8
Tuesday 16 Midweek Pennant Round 8
Wednesday 17 Function – 40 guests, 12:30-4:30 pm
Saturday 20 Weekend Pennant Round 9
  followed by Christmas Party 6pm
Tuesday 23 Function – 40 guests, 1-5 pm

----------------- Christmas/New Year Break ---------------------

JANUARY
Tuesday 13 Midweek Pennant Round 9
Saturday 17 Weekend Pennant Round 10

Bowling Belles Lunch
Graham Hotel,

Graham St, Port Melbourne
First Friday of each month

Contact Terry (0400 898 818)

Gold Coin

         Social Bowls

Tuesdays at 10am

Wednesdays at 5pm

New or changed items shown in red

COACHING &

TRAINING
4pm

Mondays and
Thursdays

All members welcome
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