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Pennant 2025-26 continues…
The 1sts had a good win over Melbourne 3 on Saturday 22nd: 104-60.  In checking the records vault, it was 
discovered that this was a close repeat of a previous result in 2015-16, when the same side score was 
achieved, although the opposition scored slightly more that time: 104-65.  Also of interest was the number 
of APBC players who participated in both matches.  What might the next 10 years bring?

2015-16 Div 2, Rnd 9
Home vs Melbourne 3

104-65

25-19

Skip S Mooney
3rd S Clarke
2nd R Oakley
Lead B Talbot

19-25

Skip M Solonsch
3rd S Kollmorgen
2nd L Englezos
Lead M Keenan

36-9

Skip A Singh
3rd T Cashmore
2nd M Olive
Lead G Dace

24-12

Skip N Ralston
3rd R Dedman
2nd R Nethercote
Lead L Houniet

2025-26 Div 4, Rnd 5
Home vs Melbourne 3

104-60

22-20

Skip S Mooney
3rd C Iarussi
2nd A Owens
Lead B Kenneally

18-16

Skip R Oakley
3rd T Smith
2nd M Pelzer
Lead M Tritton

31-13

Skip R Huddle
3rd C Rafferty
2nd B Toll
Lead R Magnusson

33-11

Skip R Dedman
3rd W Gill
2nd D McGregor
Lead M Keenan

History repeats

And a new record is set
The following week, the 1sts did it again, this time over MCC 4: 108-61, including a rink win of 42-2.  This set 
a new record for biggest rink win.  In the recent era, there have been three other rink wins of 40 shots, but 
this one takes the top spot in this category due to having conceded the least shots to the opposition.
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MARGOT BOWLS OVER THE CRAWF
Margot arrived in top form…

From starting with a twist to 
your opponent’s arm…

To reminding them, 
“Don’t talk to me when 
I’m on the mat!”

And gave excellent advice on how to win.

And always have the 
team in post production 
on your side…
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MELBOURNE CUP
DAY

A great day was enjoyed 
by all at the club, with 
Dawn and Jenny taking 
home first place in the 

two sweeps.

HAPPY 
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Christmas
Raffle Hampers

Don’t forget to add any donations you might 
have to Margot’s Christmas Raffle Hamper 

collection.  These will be organised into raffle 
prizes for use during the season.

A little bit of history…

Bowls historians believe that the game developed from the Egyptians

One of their pastimes was to play skittles with round stones. This has been determined based on 
artifacts found in tombs dating circa 5,000 BC.  The sport spread across the world and took on a 
variety of forms: Bocce (Italian), Bolla (Saxon), Bolle (Danish), Boules (French) and Ula Miaka 
(Polynesian).  The sport of lawn bowls is the forerunner of curling, a tremendously popular winter 
version played in northern countries (including Canada) on ice.

The oldest lawn bowls site still played on is in Southhampton, England. Records show that the green 
has been in operation since 1299 AD. There are other claims of greens being in use before that time, 
but these are unsubstantiated by proper or sufficient documentation. During the reign of Richard II 
bowls was referred to as ’gettre de pere’ or ‘jetter de pierre’ and describes throwing a stone, probably 
as round as possible. In the early 15th century bowls were made of hardwoods and, after the 16 th 
century discovery of Santo Domingo, of lignum vitae, a very dense wood.

It’s believed that the ‘bias’ was introduced inadvertently in 1522 by the Duke of Suffolk. Apparently 
his bowl split in two after striking other bowls and he took a knob off a stairway banister post for a 
replacement. The flat side of the knob caused it to roll with a bias and he experimented by curving his 
bowl around others. The word spread and biased bowls gradually came into use.

Certainly the most famous story in lawn bowls is about Sir Francis Drake and the Spanish Armada. On 
July 19, 1588, Drake was involved in a game at Plymouth when he was notified that the Spanish 
Armada had been sighted.  The tale says his response was, ‘There is plenty of time to win the game 
and thrash the Spaniards too.’ He then proceeded to finish his match and the British Navy soundly 
defeated the Armada.  There is a lot of controversy as to whether this event actually took place.

Henry VIII was also a lawn bowler. However, he banned the game for those who were not wealthy or 
‘well to do’ because ’Bowyes, Fletchers, Stringers and Arrowhead makers’ were spending more time 
at recreational events such as bowls instead of practicing their trade.  Henry requested that anybody 
who wished to keep a green pay a fee of 100 pounds.  However, the green could only be used for 
private play and he forbade anyone to ‘play at any bowle or bowles in open space out of his own 
garden or orchard.’ English and Scottish colonialists brought the game to America.

from The Vale of Leven Club website

NAME BADGES

Need a club name badge?
We have a supply and can make 

yours up on the spot.  And it will 

only cost you $10, which just 

covers the cost of the blank badge 

to the club.
See Gerry for assistance.  

Club Championships

As you’re setting dates and 
times for your club 
championship matches in 
December, don’t forget all the 
functions we’re hosting during 
the month (Wed, Thu and Fri 
each week).  There will be one 
spare rink for members to play 
on during a function, but you 
may find it less distracting to 
schedule your match outside 
the function times.  Check the 
calendar for details on your 
days of interest.

Sandbelt
Championships

The club will host the opening sectional round 

of the Sandbelt Men’s Singles on Sunday, 7 
December.  Six rinks will be allocated to this 
event, which will run for much of the day.  The 
other two rinks will be available for members.  
Come and watch some great bowls.
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Correspondence
Dear Ump
Have a question about the Laws of the Game? Just ask…

Dear Ump,

I played third last week and one end, while I was deciding the score with my opposite third, things 
became a little confused.  It was quite close for shot, but we finally agreed that our team had the 
shot bowl and we removed it from the head.  It was also pretty close for second, with each team 
having a possible contender.  As we were discussing the situation, the contending opposition bowl 

fell forward toward the jack and became the clear winner.  In fact, it probably would have been first 
shot if it had fallen before we removed the previously agreed shot bowl.  After some debate, we 
decided that our team won the end by one shot.  Was this right, or should we have given the end 
to the other team, or maybe stood the fallen bowl back up?

Leaning Len.

Dear Len,

Law 23.6.3 refers exactly to this situation: “If a bowl falls of its own accord, it must be left in its 
new position while deciding the number of shots scored continues, and all the shots agreed before 
the bowl fell will count.” So you got the right answer in the end.  However, this situation highlights 
the benefits of carrying a bowls chock or two when you play third.  Whenever there is a leaning (or 
even standing) bowl, you should begin the shot deciding process by chocking that bowl so that it 
cannot be displaced.  This is mostly a precaution against moving the bowl during measuring, but it 
will also avoid your experience above.

Note there other laws that may apply as you get ready to start deciding the score: Law 23.1 
provides that either side may require a waiting period of 30 seconds after the last bowl comes to 
rest to see if a leaning bowl will fall before starting the scoring process.  Law 23.2 then provides 
that if such a waiting period has been requested, no bowls can be secured during that time.

Incidentally, there is another law that relates to bowls (and jacks) that move unexpectedly during 
play: Law 35 is titled Unforeseen Incidents and provides “If, during the course of play, the position 
of the jack or a bowl is altered by the wind, a storm or any other unforeseen incident, the skips or 
opponents in Singles must put the jack or bowl back to it former position.  If they cannot agree on 
the jack or bowl’s former position, they must declare the end dead.”   So, if it had been for example 
a sudden strong gust of wind that caused that leaning bowl to fall, you would have had to agree 
with your opposite third on how to stand it back up again.  If you couldn’t agree on how to do that, 
you would have had to declare the end dead and play it again from the top. 

Dear Ump,

What happens when a jack rebounds off the bank and returns to the green?

Curious Cathy.

Dear Cathy,

Law 21 gives the answer: The end will continue if:

21.1  when the jack is at rest on the rink, it is driven against the face of the bank and rebounds onto 

the the rink of play; or

21.2  when the jack is at rest in the ditch, it is moved by a toucher and this takes it back onto the 
rink.
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2025-26 CALENDAR

DECEMBER
Tuesday 2 Midweek Pennant Round 6
Wednesday 3 Function – 50 guests, 1-5 pm
Thursday 4 Function – 50 guests, 1:30-4 pm
Friday 5 Function – 80 guests, 1-5 pm
Saturday 6 Weekend Pennant Round 7
Tuesday 9 Midweek Pennant Round 7
Wednesday 10 Function – 100 guests, 5-8pm
Thursday 11 Function – 40 guests, 12-4 pm
Friday 12 Function – 60 guests, 1-5 pm
Saturday 13 Weekend Pennant Round 8
Tuesday 16 Midweek Pennant Round 8
Wednesday 17 Function – 50 guests, 12:30-4:30 pm
Thursday 18 Function – 100 guests, 12-4 pm
Friday 19 Function – 70 guests, 2-6 pm
Saturday 20 Weekend Pennant Round 9
Sunday 21 Club Christmas Party 1 pm
Tuesday 23 Function – 40 guests, 1-5 pm

----------------- Christmas/New Year Break ---------------------

JANUARY
Tuesday 13 Midweek Pennant Round 9
Saturday 17 Weekend Pennant Round 10
Tuesday 20 Midweek Pennant Round 10
Saturday 24 Weekend Pennant Round 11
Sunday 25 Function – 60 guests, 2-8 pm
Monday 26 Australia Day Event
Tuesday 27 Midweek Pennant Round 11
Saturday 31 Weekend Pennant Round 12

FEBRUARY
Tuesday 3 Midweek Pennant Round 12
Saturday 7 Weekend Pennant Round 13
Tuesday 10 Midweek Pennant Round 13

Saturday 14 Weekend Pennant Round 14
Tuesday 17 Midweek Pennant Round 14

MARCH
Friday 20 Presentation Night 6pm
Wednesday 25 Function – 100 guests, 4-8pm

MAY
Sunday 17 Annual General Meeting 11am

Bowling Belles Lunch
Graham Hotel,

Graham St, Port Melbourne
First Friday of each month

Contact Terry (0400 898 818)

Gold Coin &

         Social Bowls

Tuesdays at 10am

Wednesdays at 5pm

Fridays at 5pm

New or changed items shown in red

COACHING &

TRAINING
4pm

Mondays and
Thursdays

All members welcome
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