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What the Board discussed…

The Board meets on the second Tuesday of each
Month, most recently on December 9th.  A range 
of issues were covered: 

Financial Situation – Sound position continues.  Function season is helping to add to our 
bank balance. 

Bowling – Pennant continues on both Saturdays and Tuesdays.  Social bowling also 
continues, on Wednesday and Friday afternoons from around 5:00pm.  All members are 
welcome and encouraged to bring a friend to introduce them to our great game.

Coaching – Coaching continues: twice weekly sessions on Mondays and Thursdays. All 
members encouraged to attend.  Feedback to date from members is very positive.

Functions – 6 more functions left this month (see Calendar); encourage volunteers to 
assist, especially with guiding guests on the basics of the game.  Reminder that volunteers 
receive a drink and a pennant green fee coupon.

New Members – 1 new member this month – welcome Noel Jones.

Around the Club – Council is still working on replacing the damaged bench.  Expecting an 
update on progress shortly.

Upcoming Club Events – Christmas Party confirmed for Sunday, 21 December, starting at 
12:30pm (sign up sheet on notice board).  Then Australia Day event in January, sponsored 
by Buxton-Cayser Real Estate. Working on hosting the Bunnings sausage sizzle in March for 
fundraising.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 13th.  If you have any questions or 
suggestions, just let a Board member know.

Monthly Board Meeting

Christmas
Raffle Hampers

Don’t forget to add any donations you 
might have to Margot’s Christmas Raffle 

Hamper collection.  These will be 
organised into raffle prizes for use during 

the season.

CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY
DON’T FORGET

This year the Club 
Christmas Party will be 

on the Sunday 
following the last 
pennant Saturday.  

12:30 for 1pm lunch.
Sign up sheet on 

notice board21



www.albertparkbowlsclub.com.au parkers@albertparkbowlsclub.com.au

THE PARKERS

Correspondence
Dear Ump
Have a question about the Laws of the Game? Just ask…

Dear Ump,

After one end last week, when we kicked all our bowls back behind the mat, they got a bit mixed 
up with the bowls from the adjoining rink.  One of the opposition bowlers picked up what they 
thought was their bowl and delivered it as usual.  The skips realized it wasn’t the right bowl for that 
player and called for it to be replaced by one of the player’s own bowls.  Was that the right 
solution?

Doubtful Dan.

Dear Dan,

Yes, the skips did exactly the right thing. Law 29.2.1 says, “If a player plays another player’s bowl 
instead of their own, the other player’s bowl must be replaced with the player’s own bowl.”  
Interestingly, Law 29.2.2 then goes on to say, “If the bowl which was replaced was marked or 
nominated as a toucher, the player’s own bowl must be marked or nominated as a toucher.”  So it is 
in fact possible for a bowl that has never actually touched the jack to become a toucher.

The sun was out, the green had been immaculately prepared and every hotshot bowler in the city had 
turned out for the big event.  Pearl had to admit that she was feeling better about the day now that it had 
finally arrived.

A few weeks ago, when her delinquent daughter had foisted her awful son upon her and asked Pearl to 
enter the event with him, Pearl was not at all pleased.  She had planned to do a wine tasting that 
weekend and now she was stuck with her nephew – and in a bowls tournament of all things!
Perhaps that was why she didn’t even feel the least bit chagrined when the announcer introduced their 
team as “Pearl and the Nit”.

After a tough day of competition, they found themselves in the final and it was down to the wire.  Bowl 
after bowl turned beautifully in toward the jack.  Pearl couldn’t help but admire the technique of the 
dreadful nephew.  It was as if he was born for this.  He was pure focus, never needing a toilet break and 
not even having to wear a nappy.  He was magnificent!

With the game down to the final bowl, things were looking grim.  The scores were tied and the opposing 
team had a veritable wall of bowls defending the target.  One of their bowls nestled so close to the jack 
that you couldn’t have fit a string of dental floss between them.  It looked like a one shot win for them.

Nit stepped up to the mat for the final delivery.  This was it.  With a confident glance to the crowd and a 
flash of his denture-free teeth, he played firmly on the forehand.  Pearl was sure it was too wide and that 
the day was lost, when against all odds the bowl began to turn.  It slid through the defending wall like a 
pension cheque into a scammer’s grasping hands.  Effortlessly and smoothly it rolled – right up to and 
nudging the jack, managing to move it back a short distance and finishing as a clear resting toucher.

The crowd roared.  They tossed their hats.  They shook their canes in the air.  What an amazing final bowl!

Nit won, Pearl too.

Dear Parkers
A friend and her annoying nephew entered a bowls tournament…
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2025-26 CALENDAR

DECEMBER
Thursday 11 Function – 40 guests, 12-4 pm
Friday 12 Function – 60 guests, 1-5 pm
Saturday 13 Weekend Pennant Round 8
Tuesday 16 Midweek Pennant Round 8
Wednesday 17 Function – 50 guests, 12:30-4:30 pm
Thursday 18 Function – 100 guests, 12-4 pm
Friday 19 Function – 70 guests, 2-6 pm
Saturday 20 Weekend Pennant Round 9
Sunday 21 Club Christmas Party 12:30 pm
Tuesday 23 Function – 40 guests, 1-5 pm

----------------- Christmas/New Year Break ---------------------

JANUARY
Tuesday 13 Midweek Pennant Round 9
Saturday 17 Weekend Pennant Round 10
Tuesday 20 Midweek Pennant Round 10
Saturday 24 Weekend Pennant Round 11
Monday 26 Buxton-Cayzer Australia Day Event
Tuesday 27 Midweek Pennant Round 11
Saturday 31 Weekend Pennant Round 12

FEBRUARY
Tuesday 3 Midweek Pennant Round 12
Saturday 7 Weekend Pennant Round 13
Tuesday 10 Midweek Pennant Round 13
Saturday 14 Weekend Pennant Round 14
Tuesday 17 Midweek Pennant Round 14

MARCH
Sunday 15 Function – 100 guests, 4-8pm
Friday 20 Presentation Night 6pm

MAY
Sunday 17 Annual General Meeting 11am

New or changed items shown in red

COACHING &

TRAINING
4pm

Mondays and
Thursdays

All members welcome

Bowling Belles Lunch
Graham Hotel,

Graham St, Port Melbourne
First Friday of each month

Contact Terry (0400 898 818)

Gold Coin &

         Social Bowls

Tuesdays at 10am

Wednesdays at 5pm

Fridays at 5pm
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